Starling on the heart. Facsimile reprints including the Linacre Lecture on the Law of the Heart, analysis and comment by C. B. CHAPMAN and J. H. MITCHELL, London, Dawsons, 1965, pp. 191, illus., 55s. It was William Harvey who uttered the thought which has pursued cardio-vascular physiologists to the present day, 'I found the task so truly arduous, so full of difficulties, that I was almost tempted to think, with Fracastorius, that the motion of the heart was only to be comprehended by God Thomas, 1965, 2 vols, pp. 715 and 1,337 . In surveying any particular branch of medicine, the historian is obliged to go back to original papers and publications. In many cases there will already have been pondered over by his predecessors and some may have assumed their rightful place in the perspective of the history of the subject. But from the point of view of the practitioner within such a discipline, a look back at the work of the pioneers will, more often than not, widen his view of his work, enable him to grasp present concepts more surely, and may sometimes give him clues to further work which he may follow. So often, too, does the modern student become bogged down in a morass of technicalities, that a glance at the older simpler work may help to clear the way for him.
Such a book as the present gives him the opportunity so to look back, while it will also provide the historian of anaesthesia an access to works not otherwise readily available. (1925) . The latter is an interesting paper in which much of modern theory is envisaged, though as the authors of the present volume point out, the views expressed on the use of carbon dioxide would shock the modern student. In this connection, it is important to realize that Waters' paper on carbon dioxide absorbtion had appeared two years earlier and this also is reproduced in the appropriate section. Even more fundamentally important are the papers by Barcroft on Anoxaemia (1920) and those of Paul Bert (1878) and Haldane and Smith (1893). These titles
